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Table 1.69

Petit juror utilization in U.S. District Courts

1977-97

Total jurors available Jury trial days

Selected or serving Challenged

Not
selected, serving,

or challengeda Criminal Civil
Juror

Usage
Totalb Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Total Number Percent Number Percent Index

1977 584,122 352,940 60.4% 90,693 15.5% 140,489 24.1% 29,875 16,945 56.7% 12,930 43.3% 19.6
1978 570,523 345,372 60.5 88,103 15.5 137,048 24.0 29,238 16,084 55.0 13,154 45.0 19.5
1979 565,617 334,765 59.2 91,575 16.2 139,277 24.6 28,851 15,171 52.6 13,680 47.4 19.6
1980 605,547 368,710 60.9 92,110 15.2 144,727 23.1 32,159 15,649 48.7 16,510 51.3 18.8
1981 648,929 396,746 61.1 100,041 15.4 152,142 23.4 35,596 15,925 44.7 19,671 55.3 18.2
1982 631,606 388,979 61.6 98,657 15.6 143,970 22.8 35,263 15,587 44.2 19,676 55.8 17.9
1983 640,577 413,813 64.6 102,492 16.0 124,272 19.4 37,589 16,539 44.0 21,050 56.0 17.0
1984 666,942 430,845 64.6 110,045 16.5 126,052 18.9 39,572 16,778 42.4 22,793 57.6 16.9
1985 676,140 442,196 65.4 114,268 16.9 119,677 17.7 40,289 17,203 42.7 23,086 57.3 16.8
1986 705,819 465,135 65.9 119,283 16.9 121,401 17.2 41,945 19,253 45.9 22,692 54.1 16.8
1987 732,039 488,270 66.7 126,642 17.3 117,126 16.0 44,511 19,095 42.9 25,415 57.1 16.5
1988 762,083 502,213 65.9 134,127 17.6 125,744 16.5 44,324 19,990 45.1 24,334 54.9 17.2
1989 814,322 525,238 64.5 146,578 18.0 142,506 17.5 45,403 24,154 53.2 21,249 46.8 17.9
1990 828,527 540,200 65.2 150,792 18.2 137,535 16.6 46,194 23,005 49.8 23,189 50.2 17.9
1991 855,175 550,733 64.4 159,062 18.6 145,380 17.0 46,563 24,772 53.2 21,791 46.8 18.4
1992 887,234 570,878 64.3 166,082 18.7 150,274 16.9 48,368 25,248 52.2 23,120 47.8 18.3
1993 861,160 553,726 64.3 162,759 18.9 144,675 16.8 46,646 24,629 52.8 22,017 47.2 18.5
1994 788,066 514,607 65.3 145,792 18.5 127,667 16.2 45,060 20,592 45.7 24,468 54.3 17.5
1995 774,978 491,336 63.4 144,921 18.7 123,222 15.9 43,219 21,177 49.0 22,042 51.0 17.9
1996 778,170 499,585 64.2 147,074 18.9 131,511 16.9 43,133 19,884 46.1 23,249 53.9 18.0
1997 749,613 485,749 64.8 143,926 19.2 119,938 16.0 41,903 18,773 44.8 23,130 55.2 17.9

Note: In this table, 1977 data are for 94 District Courts; 1978 through 1982 data are for 95
District Courts; and 1983 through 1997 data are for 94 District Courts. Data for 1977-87
are reported for the 12-month period ending June 30. Beginning in 1988, data are re-
ported for the Federal fiscal year, which is the 12-month period ending September 30.
Data for 1988-91 have been revised by the Source and may differ from previous editions
of SOURCEBOOK. 
     Petit jurors determine questions of fact, in any civil or criminal action, through hearing
the evidence presented at trial. The "Juror Usage Index" is the average number of jurors
on hand for each jury trial day; it is calculated by dividing the total number of available ju-
rors by the total number of jury trial days. 

aIncludes jurors in travel status.
bEach juror is counted for each day serving, traveling, or waiting at the courthouse to
serve. 

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Di-
rector, 1980 , p. 574; 1981, p. 6; 1986, p. 23 (Washington, DC: Administrative Office
of the United States Courts); and Administrative Office of the United States Courts,
Annual Report of the Director, 1991 , p. 98; 1996, p. 69; 1997, p. 62 (Washington,
DC: USGPO). Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.


