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Table 5.42

Defendants sentenced for violation of drug laws in U.S. District Courts

By type and length of sentence, years ending June 30, 1945-96

Type of sentence Average Average
Imprisonment sentence sentence

Regular sentencesa to im- to
Year ending
June 30 Total

Total
regular

1 through
12 months

13 through
35 months

36 through
60 months

Over
60 months

Life
sentences Otherb Probation

Fine and
otherc

prisonment
(in months)d

probation
(in months)e

1945 861 X 308 360 140 53 NA X 287 37 22.2 NA
1946 949 X 430 377 108 34 NA X 369 20 18.7 NA
1947 1,128 X 471 452 161 44 NA X 504 38 19.7 NA
1948 1,048 X 488 408 122 30 NA X 411 23 18.6 NA
1949 1,187 X 541 451 152 43 NA X 398 13 18.9 NA

1950 1,654 X 595 736 218 105 NA X 471 11 21.9 NA
1951 1,659 X 473 671 328 187 NA X 345 24 27.1 NA
1952 1,551 X 221 652 402 276 NA X 312 6 35.2 NA
1953 1,586 X 108 789 358 331 NA X 403 14 38.4 NA
1954 1,483 X 72 681 360 370 NA X 411 16 41.3 NA

1955 1,457 X 47 648 360 402 NA X 329 17 43.5 NA
1956 1,258 X 30 511 341 376 NA X 250 13 45.8 NA
1957 1,432 X 16 326 248 842 NA X 220 2 66.0 NA
1958 1,351 X 25 167 141 1,018 NA X 282 8 69.4 NA
1959 1,151 X 43 126 95 887 NA X 224 3 74.2 NA

1960 1,232 X 33 145 148 906 NA X 271 3 72.8 NA
1961 1,258 X 42 126 105 985 NA X 252 5 74.0 NA
1962 1,173 X 38 129 106 900 NA X 217 13 70.5 NA
1963 1,085 X 39 144 113 789 NA X 304 17 70.1 NA
1964 1,076 X 28 142 157 749 NA X 309 23 63.7 NA

1965 1,257 X 53 186 197 821 NA X 480 18 60.3 NA
1966 1,272 X 85 154 276 757 NA X 589 13 61.3 NA
1967 1,180 X 83 139 245 713 NA X 620 22 62.0 NA
1968 1,368 X 93 141 293 841 NA X 728 33 64.4 NA
1969 1,581 X 110 179 500 892 NA X 1,110 18 63.7 NA

1970 1,283 X 101 166 276 740 NA X 1,156 22 64.8 NA
1971 1,834 X 249 300 428 857 NA X 1,258 70 58.5 NA
1972 3,050 X 882 396 789 983 NA X 2,068 130 46.4 NA
1973 5,097 X 1,445 744 1,343 1,565 NA X 2,591 126 45.5 NA
1974 5,125 X 1,547 792 1,390 1,396 NA X 3,039 81 43.7 NA

1975 4,887 X 1,366 706 1,441 1,374 NA X 3,209 55 45.3 NA
1976 5,039 X 1,221 790 1,544 1,484 NA X 2,927 75 47.6 NA
1977 5,223 X 1,505 886 1,366 1,466 NA X 2,324 88 47.3 NA
1978 4,119 3,605 885 623 956 1,141 NA 514 1,630 68 51.3 38.6
1979 3,641 2,820 369 614 868 969 NA 821 1,379 47 50.8 37.8

1980 3,479 2,547 281 565 792 909 NA 932 1,232 38 54.5 38.7
1981 3,856 2,865 403 578 748 1,136 NA 991 1,371 119 55.5 36.6
1982 4,586 3,516 383 729 966 1,438 NA 1,070 1,617 133 61.4 34.1
1983 5,449 4,150 447 890 1,011 1,802 NA 1,299 1,893 148 63.8 33.7
1984 5,756 4,306 354 845 1,173 1,934 NA 1,450 1,584 119 65.7 43.2

1985 6,914 5,316 498 1,103 1,463 2,252 NA 1,598 2,182 105 64.8 36.1
1986 8,152 6,601 506 1,271 1,808 3,016 NA 1,551 2,353 259 70.0 38.7
1987 9,907 8,188 613 1,491 2,049 4,035 NA 1,719 2,680 112 73.0 39.9
1988 9,983 8,560 708 1,466 1,577 4,809 NA 1,423 3,042 137 78.0 33.4
1989 11,626 10,838 1,270 2,343 1,844 5,381 NA 788 2,358 155 73.8 32.8

1990 13,838 13,462 1,490 3,047 1,801 7,124 NA 376 2,135 215 79.3 32.3
1991 14,382f 14,286 1,687 2,828 3,063 6,708 34 61 1,896 68 95.7 53.4
1992 15,032 14,829 1,668 3,168 3,198 6,795 59 144 1,950 218 87.5 39.1
1993 16,548 16,247 1,933 3,426 3,934 6,954 158 143 1,812 216 84.0 35.9
1994 15,623 15,130 1,836 3,074 3,798 6,422 238 255 1,908 73 84.3 34.4

1995 15,861 14,157 1,606 2,716 3,311 6,101 150 273 1,597 107 88.7 33.6
1996 18,333 16,684 1,643 3,334 4,025 7,113 197 372 1,534 112 82.5 35.0

Note: See Notes, tables 5.7, 5.27, and 5.41.

aIncludes sentences of more than 6 months that are to be followed by a term of probation
(mixed sentences). Beginning in 1991, includes sentences of at least 1 month that may be fol-
lowed by a term of probation.
bFrom 1978-88, "other" includes split sentences, indeterminate sentences, and Youth Correc-
tions Act or youthful offender sentences. In 1989 and 1990, the category includes split sen-
tences and indeterminate sentences. Beginning in 1991, "other" includes suspended and sealed
sentences, deportation, imprisonment of 4 days or less, and no sentence.
cIncludes supervised release, probation of 4 days or less, suspended sentences, sealed sen-
tences, and no sentence.
dFrom 1978-90, split sentences, Youth Corrections Act and youthful offender sentences, and life
sentences are not included in computing average sentence. Beginning in 1991, suspended and
sealed sentences, deportation, imprisonment of 4 days or less, no sentence, life sentences, and
death sentences are not included in computing average sentence.

eFrom 1986-90, split sentences, indeterminate sentences, and Youth Corrections
Act and youthful offender sentences are not included in computing average sen-
tence. Beginning in 1991, supervised release, probation of 4 days or less, sus-
pended sentences, sealed sentences, and no sentence are not included in
computing the average sentence.
fIncludes one death sentence.

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in
United States District Courts, 1984  (Washington, DC: USGPO, 1986), pp. 42, 43;
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in United
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